






SEPTEMBER 1988
Allied Health Sciences faculty, staff and students moved into the newly completed W. M. Keck
Building.

SEPTEMBER 1991
Reed V. Tuckson, MD, is appointed President.

JUNE 1994
Harry E. Douglas III, DPA, is appointed Vice President for Academic Affairs.

JANUARY 1995
"Agenda 2000 - Bui



JUNE 2009
Keith C. Norris, MD, FACP, is appointed Interim President.

Initial approval for the Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) program is granted by the California
Board of Registered Nu



2015
Sheldon D. Fields, PhD, RN, FNP-BC, AACRN, FNAP, FAANP, is appointed Dean of the
Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing.

Steve O. Michael, PhD, is appointed Executive Vice President of Academic Affairs and

Provost Margaret Avila, PhD, PHN, APRN, is named Dean of the Mervyn M. Dymally School

of Nursing Hector Balcazar, PhD, MS, is appointed Dean of the College of Science and Health

Deborah Prothrow-Stith, MD, is named Dean and Professor of Medicine for the College of
Medicine

2016

Ms. Sylvia Drew Ivie, JD, and daughter of Dr. Charles R. D



The RN to BSN program graduates its first class of students.

The new Bachelor of Science in Nutrition Science and Food Systems Program matriculated its
inaugural class.

2019
CDU signed a Memorandum of Understanding with West Angeles Church of God in Christ
(C.O.G.I.C.), Ross University School of Medicine (RUSM), AltaMed, and Green Dot Public
Schools California, as part of continued growth efforts. The signings with West Angeles
C.O.G.I.C. and RUSM marked CDU’s first official agreements with a religious organization and
international higher education institution, respectively.

CDU’s Department of Research received full accreditation from the Association for Assessment
and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care (AAALAC).

CDU formalized an agreement with AIDS Project Los Angeles (APLA) Health to jointly open and
operate a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) clinic on the CDU campus.

For the first time in the University’s history, the Mervyn M. Dymally School of Nursing charted on
the US News & World Report’s “Best Nursing Schools: Master’s” list, ranking at #189.

CDU received an $800,000 grant from the California Endowment in December 2019, that will
help the University continue to plan for a new medical degree program and a new medical
education building

2020
CDU took a leadership role as the community was shaken by the COVID-19 pandemic.

CDU hosted and operated, along with County of Los Angeles partners, one of the highest
volume COVID-19 testing sites in Los Angeles County.

CDU published a much-cited report on the University’s testing site experience, which was a
blueprint for how to run an effective testing site in an under-resourced community like ours.

CDU and APLA Health APLA officially announced plans to move forward on a new building
located on campus that would house a new CDU Wellness Center and an APLA clinic during a
symbolic “indoor groundbreaking” ceremony on Wednesday, December 4, 2019.

The California State Legislature included a one-time $7.5 million allocation in the 2019 state
budget for Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science.

The new Student Center at CDU opened at 1656 E. 118th Street in January 2020

Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science is a recipient of a Josiah Macy Jr.
Foundation Award in the category of “Institutional Excellence.”

The Saturday Science Academy-II at Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science
(SSA-II) "graduated" the most students in its history when 124 K-12 students received their
white coats at the 20th annual "Junior White Coat Ceremony" at King-Drew Medical Magnet
High School.
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The Accreditation Council for Gra



Dr. Gail Washington is named Dean of the Mervyn M. Dymally School of

Nursing Dr. Monica Ferrini is named Dean of the College of Science and Health

CDU was ranked a Top California institution that offers a high return on investment (ROI) for
low-income students.

The APLA Health Center opened on the west end of campus, bringing a range of free and low
cost health services to CDU students, faculty, staff, and the surrounding community.

CDU, Compton College, and Compton Unified School District (CUSD) held a special virtual
event to sign a Memorandum of Understanding between the entities to formalize a partnership
that creates a special three-year bachelor degree program that allows for CUSD students who
are interested in a career in health sciences to begin working toward their degree beginning
their junior year in high school.

CDU receives preliminary accreditation to open an independent MD medical degree program,
making it the first such Historically Black program to launch in the US in more than four decades
and the only such program west of the Mississippi River.

9 | History


