
About CDU

Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science (CDU) is a private, nonprofit, community
founded, student-centered University committed to cultivating diverse health professions leaders
who are dedicated to social justice and health equity for underserved populations through
outstanding education, clinical service, and community engagement.

The University, located in the Watts-Willowbrook area of South
Los Angeles, was founded in 1966 in the wake of the Watts
Uprising with a vision of creating a world without health
disparities. CDU offers undergraduate degree, graduate
degree, and certificate programs across a range of health and
medical professions including nursing, X-ray technology,
medicine, biomedical science, public health, computed
tomography, physician assistant, and psychology. Since its
inception, CDU has helped nearly ten thousand students start
or accelerate their careers in the medial and health
professions.

CDU is the second-most diverse university nationally in terms of student and faculty diversity.
The University has earned designation as a minority-serving institution by the U.S. Office for
Civil Rights and is recognized by the Department of Education (DOE) under Title III B as a
Historically Black Graduate Institution (HBGI). One of only four Historically Black Medical
Colleges, CDU is also a charter Hispanic Serving Health Professions Schools member as well
as a member of the  Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities.

The California Wellness Foundation has estimated that as much as one‐third of all minority
physicians practicing in Los Angeles County are graduates of CDU or come from CDU’s
residency training programs. More than 85 percent of CDU’s students report that they intend to
practice and  provide much-needed care in underserved communities following graduation.

The University comprises the three schools of the College of Medicine (COM), the College of
Science and Health (COSH), and the Mervyn M. Dymally
enpriMlyen
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